2026 St. George Stewardship FAQ
Q: What is Stewardship?
Stewardship is the personal and financial contribution parishioners make to support the operation of our Church.
Q: What are Stewardship funds used for?
Stewardship funds support the Church’s operating expenses, including essential services like utilities, insurance, maintenance, snow removal, supplies, and postage. They also fund clergy and staff salaries and help fulfill our financial commitment to the archdiocese. Detailed financial statements are presented at the biannual General Assembly meetings.
Q: What are St. George's annual operating expenses?
St. George’s annual operating expenses have been rising, from $520,000 in 2019 to $631,000 in 2023, with a 2024 budget of $652,000. Increased maintenance for church and community center facilities is a factor. A committee will help address significant capital needs in the near term. As a nonprofit, the Church operates on a breakeven basis.

Q: What is the per-steward/family cost to meet the Church's expenses?
To fully meet our expenses through stewardship alone, we would need around $1500 per steward/family.
Q: How are St. George's annual operating expenses funded?
About 50% of our operating expenses are covered by stewardship contributions. The remaining funds come from other sources, primarily fundraising events like the Greek Festival, candle donations, tray collections, and other contributions.
Q: Who is considered a Member in Good Standing?
A member in good standing has been Baptized or Chrismated in the Greek Orthodox Church. If married, the marriage must have taken place within the Church, and if divorced, an ecclesiastical divorce is required. Members in good standing actively participate in the Church's Sacramental life and are also Stewards.
Q: How do I become a Steward of the Parish?
Orthodox Christians over 18 who complete and submit a stewardship commitment card, dedicating time, talent, and financial support to the Church, can become stewards.
Q: What should I consider for my stewardship pledge?
Stewardship is based on each family's ability to contribute. While the average annual cost per family to operate the Church is around $1,500, any amount is welcome and appreciated.
Q: Why is it essential to submit a Pledge Form?
As with any household or business, estimating anticipated income allows us to manage Church finances responsibly. The Parish Council relies on stewardship pledges as our most reliable anticipated revenue source. You can adjust your pledge without explanation if personal or financial circumstances change during the year.
Q: Is there a minimum contribution to being a steward at St. George?
There is no minimum amount required. Contributions of time, talent, and treasure are all equally valued, and there are no "dues" associated with Church membership.
Q: Why don't we have dues like in the past?
Beyond philosophical reasons, practical evidence supports the shift to stewardship: Parishes that rely on stewardship rather than dues tend to be larger, more active, and financially healthier. Stewardship is essential for fostering growth and vibrancy.
Q: Can I make my offerings using a credit card?
Yes, offerings can be made by credit card, debit card, or online bank transfers, either as one-time or recurring payments. Also, we invite you to consider supporting our parish with one of the following options:
· Online Giving: Visit our secure giving portal at www.stgeorgehamilton.com (under Stewardship)to make a one-time or recurring donation.
· Mail-in/Drop-Off Pledge: Complete the www.stgeorgehamilton.com (under Stewardship) and submit it with your donation.
· This QR code: 
[image: A qr code on a white background

Description automatically generated]
(Then look for Stewardship)

Q: Can I give through my workplace’s giving campaign?
Check with your employer if they allow donations to places of worship through their giving campaigns (e.g., United Way).
Q: Whom can I contact with additional questions?
Don't hesitate to contact the Church office staff, the Stewardship Chair, Dr. Maria Papadakis (text or call 609-285-7375), or any Parish Council member.
Q: Who sees my pledge amount?
Only the Stewardship Committee Chair and the office staff, who manage the incoming pledge forms and funds, can access pledge amounts. All stewardship information is strictly confidential.
Confidentiality
Stewardship information is handled with the utmost confidentiality. If you have any concerns, don't hesitate to contact Father Anastasios immediately.
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