GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °° NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPONIOAIX NEAX IEPZEHE

June 25, 2020

The Very Reverend and Reverend Clergy

Esteemed Members of the Metropolitan Council, Esteemed Members of the Parish
Councils, Philoptochos Sisterhood, Faculty and Students of the Catechetical and Greek
Afternoon Schools, Directors and Participants of all Youth Organizations, and all devout
Orthodox Christians of the Communities of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of

New Jersey

My Beloved,

It is with thanksgiving to God that His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew and the Holy and Sacred Synod, who met from June 23-25 at the Patriarchal
Orthodox Center in Chambésy, Geneva, Switzerland, discussed the most important and
significant issue concerning the manner with which the Sacrament of Sacraments, Holy
Communion, is offered to the faithful. The decision of the Holy and Sacred Synod also
considered the responses of the other Autocephalous Churches as requested by His All-
Holiness. The official Communiqué which is attached in Greek and English in paragraph
2 states the following;:

“As to the mode of distributing the ineffable Mysteries to the
faithful, the Church, respecting Holy Tradition that is interwoven
inextricably with the daily ecclesiastical practice and kenoitc experience,
and as the guardian and vigilant watchman of those traditions handed
down from the Holy Father, finds no need for a change of this mode,
especially under pressure from external factors.”

Therefore, the decision of the Holy and Sacred Synod is clear insofar as there is to
be no change to the traditional practice of offering/receiving Holy Communion as it has
been for centuries. In addition, paragraph 3 of the Communiqué states:

“At the same time, the Mother Church, mindful of the special
needs of Her children in the Diaspora, urges the Chief Shepherds who
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serve in the Diaspora that with a pastoral sensitivity, responsibility, and
consciousness, to temporarily make, by economia, accommodations to
problematic situations that arise from local laws of the State for the
greater spiritual benefit of the Christian people, always in coordination
with the Sacred Center at the Phanar.”

We, in the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of New Jersey, have been abiding and
conforming to the local, state, and federal laws and we will continue to do so. Thankfully,
no restrictions have been placed by any of the states which comprise our beloved
Metropolis pertaining to the distribution or reception of the Holy Eucharist.

We thank His All-Holiness, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew for his Patriarchal
and Archpastoral decision. Let us also continue to pray and entreat the Lord our God that
He may bestow upon us His grace especially during these unsure times as the devout
faithful and our country have both directly and indirectly endured the devastating effects
of the Coronavirus Pandemic. Praying that our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ
continues to guard and protect each of you, I remain

With Paternal Love and Blessings,
/&é .Q,W’L" ﬁ”‘ é’nﬁr ﬁéoj

TfEVANGELOS
Metropolitan of New Jersey



GREEK ORTHODOX METROPOLIS °F NEW JERSEY

IEPA MHTPONIOAIX NEAX IEPXEHZ

Tn 26m Tovviov 2020

IToog tov evAafBéotartov Tepdv KAnoov,

Tovc Evrtipotatovg Apgxovtag tov Otkovpevikov Iatoupyeiov,

Tovg ITpoédooug kat td MEéAN twv ExkAnolwaotikwv ZuupovAiwy,

Tac ITpoédooug katl 1 MéAN twv Plomtwxwv AdeAgotrtwy,

Tovg dwddokovtag kal dwaokopévoug Twv Katnxntwav kal EAANvucwov XxoAeiwy,
Tac Opyavawoeig g NeoAalag kal anav 10 XQLOTEMWVUHOV TIAT)QWHA TWV €V0EPRWV
0p0006EwVv Xootiavav t¢ Tepag MntoomoAews Néag Tepoéng.

Avyammntol pov ddeAgot,

Mé¢ v Xdaon tov Iavayiov Oeov, ovvedolaoe 1 Ayia kal Teod Lvvodog tov
Otkovpevicov Ilatouxgxeiov, Vmo v Zemt] Ilpoedoia tov Ilavaywwrtatov
Otovpevucov Tatoukpyov k.x. BapBoAopaiov, and tic 23 €wc tic 25 Tovviov oto
LaumeCb g EAPetiag, 6Ttov ovvelntnoe megl Tov omovdaiov (NTHHATOS TOL TEOTIOV
HeTadO0EWS 0TOVG TIOTOVS TOL Muvotnplov twv Muotneiwv, g Ocetlac Kowvwviag. 'H
Avyia xai Tepd Zovodog éAafe OTUOPLV TV yvaun Kal Tic Amavt)oels Twv Aoy
AvtokepaAwv ExkAnowwv, 6nwg eixe Cnmndet and tov INavaywrtato. H énionun
AmoPaotc, mov Emiovvdmntovpe otV EAANvikr) xal AyyAwr), dvagéoet oty 20
TTAQAYQAPO:

«Q¢ MEOG TOV TEOMOV UETAdO0EWS TV AXQAVTwV Muaotngiwv eig
toUg muotovg, 1) ExkAnoia, ogefouévn tnv Tegav Iagadoowv, v
OUVUPAOUEVIIV AQONKTWGS HE TNV kaO' Mupégav EKKANOLAOTIKNV
MOAKTIKNV KAl KEVWTIKNV EUMELQLaV, DIAKQATEL TA ATO ALWVWV KAl
HEXQL OT|HEQOV LOXVOVIQR, WG PUAAE KAl PEOVEOG AVUOTAKTOS TWV
naeadofévtwv VMo Twv Ayviwv Iatégwv, kai ovdepiav Avayknv
evplokel dl' AAAa YNV TOU TEOTIOV TOUTOV KAl HAALGTA UTIO TV TieTLV
¢Ewyevwv magayovtwv.»

Q¢ &k TovTOoL, N AMéPaaois Th6 Ayiag kai Tegag Zvvodov eivar Eexkabagn weg
mEOG TO YeYOVOGs OTL dév UMAQXEL OVdEUIa AAAAYT) OTOV MAQADOCLAKO TEOTO
petaddoews kai petaAnpews tng Oelag Kowwwviag, 0nwg yivetal émi moAAovg
alwveg.

‘EruntAéov, ot)v 3" mapdyoago ¢ Amopdoew yivetal cagég ot

«Xvyxeovws, 11 Mntne ExkAnoia, peoipvwoa did tdag idtartégag
AVAYKAG TV TEKVWV AVTNG €V T1) ALAOTIOQQ, TTQOTEEMEL TOUG &V aUTT)
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otaxovovvtag Ilowpevagxag OmMwg, €v T MOLUAVTIIKT] QUTWV
evaoOnoiq, e0OLVVY kai Ovvéoel, OIKOVOHOUV TMEOOCWOLVWS TA
avaxkvpavta ék Twv Tomkwv vopwv T IoArteiag moofAnuata,
MAVTOTE €V OUVTOVIOU® UE TO év Davagiw Tegdv Kévroov, did tnv
MELCOVA MVEVUATIKTV WEPEAELAV TOV XOLOTWVUHOU AXOD.»

‘H Teoax MntoomoAic Néac Tepoéng e€apxng xal pé AamoAvtn ovvémela
axoAovOet kal CVHHOEPVETAL Ué TOVG ToTtkoVG, TToAettiarkovg kat Opoomovdiakoig
Noépovg kat tic 60nyieg, kat O ovveylorn va 16 medattel Hé dxpiPeix. Etvat evxaoloto
10 Yeyovog OtL dév £xel emPAnOel kdvévag meQLOQLOUOS 1) AAAayr] 0TOV TEOTO
pHetaddoews TN BOceiag Kowwviag oé xapia IToAwrtelar €vtodg NG TVELHATIKIG
ducatodooiag g kad'Muag Tepag MntoomoAewc.

EipeOa Aowmov evyvawpoveg meog tov Iavaywtato Oucovpevucd INatoidoxn
K.K. BapBoAouaio yUavtrv v ortovdaia antd@aon. Ag ovvexioovpe ayamntol pov v
nieooevxOpaoTe Kal vd iketevovpe OV Tavayto Towdwkd Ocd v& pag magéxn v
Xagn Tov, uitepa kat avtéc tic dVOKOAec kal APéPatec otrypés, OMoOL Th
KATOOTQETMTIKA ATIOTEAEOUATA TG TTAVONHIAG TOD KOQOVOLOL €XOLV ETnedael Tovg
TUOTOUG HAG AAAG kal OAGkANEN v Xwoa pac. Evxoupevog 6mwe 6 Koglog fpwv
Tnoovg Xoiotog mpootatevn kKat dix@uAdTtel 6AOVG €0AG, DATEA®

Metd matokng &yanng kat dixmowv eLXWV,

O MHTPOIIOAITHX

/: dens ’/*f‘f\] 4"’*-47“{-*7

+ 0 Néag Tepoéng EYAITEAOX



Communiqué of His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
and the Holy and Sacred Synod

OIKOYMENIKON ITATPIAPXEION

AvaxowwOév

Meta&0 23-25 t.u. Tovviov (2020) cvvnADev ev T év ZapmeCv I'eveting Op00d6Ew
Kévtow tov Oikovpevikov Iatouxpyelov 11 Ayia kal Tepd LOvodog avtov eig v
TAKTIKNV aLTNG ovvedplay Tov TéXovTtog pUnNvos. Ty mowtnv fuégav mapéotnoav
Kal ovvelpyaoOnoav pé tovg cLVOILKOVG TTIAREDQEOLG KAl Ol TTAELOTOL TWV AOLTIWV €V
Evowm Tepapxwv tov ®podvou.

Kata v ovokedpv tavtv aveyvwoOnoav kai cvveCnmOnoav kal 6oa
EMeOnoav péxot onuegov TI'odppata twv Mak. Op00ddEwv TlookadOnuévwyv,
ATIAVTNTIKA €lG TO TEOg avtovg 'odppa tov Otkovpevikov Tlatowxpxov g 17ng
Maiov t.€., dud T0 Oépa TOL TEOTOL peTadOoews TS Ocelac Kowvwviag, 16 dvaxvpav
HETA TNV EUPAVIOLY TNG TAVONUIAS TOV KOQWVOIOV, dlemiotwln dé ué ikavomoinoty
OTL 1] YV aVT@V OVUTTITEL TEOGS EKelvnv ToL Oticovpevicov Tlatolapxeiov. Avt
ovviotatat €ig T £ENG:

a) To Mvotjowov g BOciag Evxapgotiag eivar ddiamoaypdtevtov, dOTL
TUOTEVOUEV OTL OL' aAVTOL peTaddetatl €ig TOUS TOTOUG ALTO TOVTO TO LWHA KAl TO
Alpa o0 Zwtneog XoLoTov «Elg AQeoty AUaQTIOV Kal eig LoV alwviov» kal eivat
advvatov duk tov Mvotnplov tovtov TV Mvotnolwv va petadodn eig Tovg
petaAappavovag Omoladrmote vooos. At avto kal 1] EkkAnoia magapével otabepa
Kal ApETAKIVITOG €lg TNV daoKaAlav aVTNG Wg TEOGS TV oLolay ToL Muvotneiov g
Oclac Evxaootiac.

) Q¢ mEdS TOV TEOTOV HETAdOTEWS TV AXQAVTWV MuoTtnolwy &l Tovg ToTovg,
1 'ExkAnoia, oeBopévn mv Teodv Ilapddoowv, tv cuvupaopévny aoonktws péE v
KaO' fUEQAV EKKANOIAOTIKTV TOAKTIKTV KAL KEVWTIKTV EUTELQIAV, DIAKQATEL T& ATO
alvwy Kal péxol onpegov toxvovia, ws QLAAE Kkal @EOLEOS AVVOTAKTOS TWV
naeadofévtwv Vo twv Ayiwv Ilatépwv, kal ovdeplav avayknv eOgioket Ot
AAAayn)v oL TEOTOL TOUTOL KAl HAALOTA VT TV TEOLV €EWYEVOV TTAQAYOVTIWV.



Yuyxoovwe, 11 Mnme ExkAnola, peouuvooa dk tde DLTéoas avaykag twv
TEKVWV VTG €V 1) AltoToQq, TOTEETEL TOVG €V avTr) duaxkovovvtag TTowevdoxag
OTIWE, €V TN MOLHAVTIKT aUT@V evatoOnoia, evOVVN kal cLVETEL OlKOVOUOLY TIROOW-
OLVQS TA avakLavta €k TV ToTikwV VOpwv ¢ IMoAtteiag mooPANuata, mavrote
&V oLVTOVIOH@ Hé TO év Pavaplw Tepov Kévtoov, diax v pellova mVEVHATIKNY
WEPEAELV TOV XOLOTWVOHOL AXOV.

Ev I'evevn), 1) 251 Touvviov 2020

'Ex )¢ Apxryoappatetog
¢ Avyiag kat Tepag Zuvodov



ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE

Communiqué

Between June 23 - 25 2020, the Holy and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate was convened for its regular meeting of the current month at the Orthodox
Center of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Chambésy, Geneva. On the first day, the
chairmen of the synodal committees were engaged in their cooperative work. Many of
the Hierarchs of the Throne in Europe were present as well.

During this meeting, the Official Letters of Their Beatitiudes the Orthodox
Primates that had been received thus far in response to the letter of the Ecumenical
Patriarch to them of May 17t of this year, on the issue of the mode of distribution of Holy
Communion that emerged after the appearance of the coronavirus pandemic, were read
and discussed. It was satisfactorily determined that their opinion coincided with that of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate. This consists of the following;:

a) The Mystery of the Divine Eucharist is non-negotiable, because we believe that
through it it is transmitted to the faithful the Body and Blood of the Savior Christ "unto
the remission of sins and life eternal" and it is impossible that through this Mystery of
Mysteries any disease might be communicated to those who partake. For this reason, the
Church remains steadfast and immovable in its teaching towards the essence of the
Mystery of Holy Communion.

b) As to the mode of distributing the ineffable Mysteries to the faithful, the Church,
respecting Holy Tradition that is interwoven inextricably with the daily ecclesiastical
practice and kenoitc experience, and as the guardian and vigilant watchman of those
traditions handed down from the Holy Father, finds no need for a change of this mode,
especially under pressure from external factors.

At the same time, the Mother Church, mindful of the special needs of Her children
in the Diaspora, urges the Chief Shepherds who serve in the Diaspora that with a pastoral
sensitivity, responsibility, and consciousness, to temporarily make, by economia,
accommodations to problematic situations that arise from local laws of the State for the
greater spiritual benefit of the Christian people, always in coordination with the Sacred
Center at the Phanar.

In Geneva, 25, June 2020
From the Chief Secretariat
of the Holy and Holy Synod



